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1-11. (CANCELED) 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim [[1 1]] 20, wherein the recirculating ball spindle (44) is hollow. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim [[1 1]] 20, wherein the accumulator comprises at least one coil spring (52). 

14-15. (CANCELED) 

16 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The actuating device (18) according to 
olaim [11111 20, wherein an externa, diameter of the accumulator (52) is esse**** 
gybs^ntiajly equai to an internal diameter of the recirculating ball spindle (44). 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim [11111 20, wherein in a fluid-actuated clutch (6U&&dttl between the prime 
mover (4) and the first gearing (8), which comprises one master cylinder for the fluid on 
the actuating device (1 8), one slave cylinder for the fluid on the clutch (6) and one fluid 
pipe therebetween, the recirculating ball spindle (44) forms master cylinder. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim [[1111 20, wherein wit h * the ,c cl . cula li..y b a l l opindie ^^^ted^e^f 
mere at]eastj>ne part[[s]l (58, 60) of one displacement sensor (56) is situated within 

the. rftclrcula tiPl ?iP'"dle (44). 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of actuating a clutch Of a motor 
vehicle by utilization of a hollow recirculating ball spindle (44 ) wherein the clutch (0) is 
lasate d, between - Bpme (4) and a gearing (8) of the motor vehicle (2), the 
r ^ ftt h^ com pris'"" the steps of: 

^worilnn * rotat M H ™ ti ™ " f a " ^ (34) ° f § 

tej^roylatfng ball kindle (44) hv a gearing ( 36, 40 , 4? . 44), and 

get, ^nn tbS sMch (6) wjjh the linear motion of the re g jECj Hating hall spindle (44) 
a ^ bv ad^ia oal Bower nrovirisrl hv an accumulator ( 52 ) positioned at least 
ps ^ially insld » hnltow hall spindle (44) 
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^^^^^^^ ' 

. ! I A\ n^ri < 



baH uplndlo (4») . 

20 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An actuating device (18) for a clutch (6) of a 
.otorvohicfeW^bJbaiM!^^ 

tocatet, between a prime mover (4) and a vehicle transmission (6U0d me acting 

device comprising: 

an electric motor (34) driving a gearing (36. 40, 42. 44) rotating a hollow 

recirculating baH spindle (44) for converting rotationa. motion of the motor (34) into 
linear motion of the recirculating ball spindle (44) for actuation of the clutch; 

the recirculating ball spind.e (44) being connected to the clutch and an 
accumulator (52) biasing the recircu.ating baH spind.e (44) to provide addttona. power 
assistance besides the electric motor to actuate the dutch (6); and 

wherein the accumulator is positioned at least partially inside the hollow 
recircuiating ban spind.e (44) between the housing and a first end of the recirculating 
ball spindle (44). 

21. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim 20, wherein the accumulator comprises at least one coll spring (52). 

22 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim 20. wherein an external diameter of the accumulator (52) is essentially equal to 
an internal diameter of the recirculating ball spindle (44). 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The actuating device (18) according to 
claim 20 wherein in a fluid-actuated clutch (6) between the prime mover (4) and the first 
gearing (8). which comprises one master cylinder for the fluid on the actuating 
device (18). one slave cylinder for the fluid on the clutch (6) and one fluid pipe 
therebetween, the recirculating ball spindle (44) forms master cylinder. 
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24 (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The actuating device (18) according to 
Cairn 20. wherein within the recirculating ball spind.e (44) are situated one or more 
parts (58, 60) of one displacement sensor (56). 
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